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South Carolina Department of Parks, Recreation & Tourism 

 
L E G I S L A T I V E / E A R M A R K E D  A W A R D  A G R E E M E N T  

________________________________________________________________ 
 
Grantee:  South Carolina Aquarium  
   
Project Name: SC Aquarium   
 
Grant Period: October 11, 2023 – June 30, 2024  
 
Grant Award:   $1,500,000.00 
 

 
South Carolina Department of Parks, Recreation and Tourism (SCPRT) does commit and 
grant to the Grantee, the sum in dollars set forth in the terms and conditions below for the 
project identified in Section 2 below.  The acceptance of the Agreement and the 
Application for Grant, which is incorporated herein by reference, creates a contract 
between SCPRT and the Grantee, legally binding the Grantee to carry out the activities 
and obligations set forth in the Application and this Agreement, all in accordance with the 
terms and conditions set forth in this Agreement and in any appendices and any other 
documents or conditions attached herein and incorporated herein by reference. 

 
Section 1: DEFINITIONS:  

(a) Agreement means this Grant Award Agreement.  
 
(b) Application means the Grant Program application forms submitted by the 

Grantee to SCPRT.  
 

(c) SCPRT means the South Carolina Department of Parks, Recreation & 
Tourism. 

 
(d) Grant means the dollars committed by SCPRT to the Grantee for the project.  
 
(e) Grantee means the unit of government or organization designated for the Grant 

and set forth above.  
 
(f) Project means the project identified and described in the Application.  
 
(g) State means the State of South Carolina and any agencies or offices thereof. 

 
Section 2:  PROJECT DESCRIPTION: A selection of interactive spaces within the 
Aquarium campus are slated as priority learning environments for students visiting our 
institution. Due to the substantial demand for complementary STEM education and 
coupled with the Aquarium's currently limited classroom space, we are only able to serve 
an average of 6,500 students each year with complimentary School Programs. Although 
Education Outreach and Distance Learning help us close the gaps, for every school 
accepted to participate in a School Program, two are turned away. This new education 
site, the Learning Lab at the Maritime Center, will address the issue of capacity and 
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dramatically expand our reach into underserved communities. The Aquarium will 
transform the Maritime Center to feature four dynamic indoor classrooms and an exciting 
outdoor learning space. At the new facility, we will deliver year-round programming to 
more than 24,000 students each year, and the Learning Lab will be home to our Teen 
Programs, including the paid High School Internship Program and Teen Science Café.   
Section 3:  AMENDMENTS:  Any changes in the scope of work of the grant must be 
submitted in writing by the Grantee to SCPRT, and such request must clearly identify the 
need for the change or relief.  Any adjustment granted by SCPRT shall be appended to 
this Agreement as an amendment.  
Section 4:  PERFORMANCE:   By acceptance of this Grant, the Grantee warrants that 
it will complete or cause to be completed the activities as described in the approved 
Application, including any approved amendments appended hereto.  Should Grantee fail 
to cause the completion of all or part of the Project, SCPRT shall be entitled to 
reimbursement from the Grantee of any Grant funds that were received by the Grantee 
for any work that was not performed as determined by the review of the final close report 
as provided for in Section 6 below.  
Section 5:  FUNDING OVERRUNS/UNDERRUNS:  The Grantee agrees that it will 
return surplus Grant funds that result from project cost underruns, and that it will commit 
and provide monies from its own resources for cost overruns that are required to complete 
the Project.  This Agreement creates no obligation on the part of SCPRT or the State to 
provide funds for the cost overruns.  
Section 6:  REPORTING:  The Grantee must submit to SCPRT an accounting of the 
expenditures of Grant funds by June 30th of each fiscal year until the project is complete.  
The Grantee must submit a final report within 90 days of completion of the project. The 
report must include a final accounting of all funds expended compared to the budget 
submitted with the application or amended grant; including a statement demonstrating 
success of the goal/goals to include the measures used to evaluate the success of the 
project as stated on the application.  The Grantee agrees that it will reimburse SCPRT for 
unauthorized and unwarranted expenditures disclosed in the review. Upon request of 
SCPRT, the Grantee shall make available, and cause any non-profit involved to make 
available, for audit and inspection by SCPRT and its representatives all the books, 
records, files and other documents relating to any matters pertaining to the Project, the 
Application or this Agreement.   All organizations classified as a not-for-profit/non-profit 
should submit a quarterly update on project status, including completed work and 
expenses, regardless of any progress changes. 
Section 7:  DISCRIMINATION: The Grantee shall not impose on its Contractors the 
obligation not to, discriminate against any employee or applicant for employment because 
of race, color, religion, age, sex, national origin, or handicap. The Grantee and any 
Contractor shall be required to take affirmative action to ensure that applicants for 
employment and employees are treated without regard to their race, color, religion, age, 
sex, national origin, or handicap.  
Section 8:  INTEREST OF CERTAIN FEDERAL OR STATE OFFICIALS: No elected 
or appointed Local, State or Federal Official shall be admitted to any share or part of this 
Agreement or to any benefit to arise from the same.  
Section 9:  INTEREST OF MEMBERS, OFFICERS, OR EMPLOYEES OF 
GRANTEE, MEMBERS OF LOCAL GOVERNING BODY, OR OTHER PUBLIC 
OFFICIALS: No member, officer, or employee of the Grantee, or its designees or agents, 
no member of the governing body of the locality in which the project is situated, and no 
other public official of such locality or localities who exercises any functions or 
responsibilities with respect to the Project during his tenure or for one year thereafter, shall 
have any interest, direct or indirect, in any contract or subcontract, or the proceeds thereof, 
for work to be performed in connection with the Project or this Agreement. The Grantee 
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shall incorporate, or cause to be incorporated, in all of its contracts or subcontracts relating 
to the Project and this Agreement this provision prohibiting such interest.  
 
Section 10:  MAINTENANCE OF RECORDS: The Grantee shall maintain records 
relating to procurement matters for the period of time prescribed by applicable 
procurement laws, regulations and guidelines, but no less than three years. All other 
pertinent Grant and Project records including financial records, supporting documents, 
and statistical records shall be retained for a minimum of three years after notification in 
writing by SCPRT of the closure of the Grant. However, if any litigation, claim, or audit is 
initiated before the expiration of any such period, then records must be retained for three 
years after the litigation, claim, or audit is resolved.  
 
Section 11:  GRANT PERIOD:  The Grantee must complete all activities associated 
with the Project within thirty-six (36) months of the Date of Award of this Grant.  Completion 
is defined as the final documentation by Grantee to SCPRT of Grant funds expended (see 
Section 6) and issuance by SCPRT of a notification in writing of the closure of the Grant.  
SCPRT may grant extensions to this completion period requirement at its discretion.  
 
Section 12:  SANCTIONS: If the Grantee fails or refuses at any time to comply with any 
of the terms and conditions of this Agreement, SCPRT may take, in addition to any relief 
that it is entitled to at law, any or all of the following actions: require repayment of all or a 
portion of any Grant funds provided; cancel, terminate, or suspend, in whole or in part, the 
Grant and this Agreement; or refrain from extending any further assistance or Grant funds 
to the Grantee until such time as the Grantee is in full compliance with the terms and 
conditions of this Agreement.  
 
Section 13:  APPLICABLE LAW: This Agreement is made under and shall be 
construed in accordance with the laws of the State of South Carolina, without regard to 
conflicts of laws principles. The federal and state courts within the State of South Carolina 
shall have exclusive jurisdiction to adjudicate any disputes arising out of or in connection 
with this Agreement. 
  
Section 14:  TERMS AND CONDITIONS: SCPRT reserves the right to add or delete 
terms and conditions of this Agreement as may be required by revisions and additions to 
changes in the requirements, regulations, and laws governing SCPRT and any other 
agency of the State.  
 
Section 15:  LIABILITY AND INDEMNIFICATION: The Grantee understands and 
warrants that it will defend SCPRT against any liability arising from the Project, the Grant 
Application or this Agreement and that SCPRT accepts no liability for the Project nor any 
responsibility other than its agreement to provide the Grantee the Grant funds for the 
Project, insofar as such funds are expended in accordance with the terms and conditions 
of this Agreement. During the term of the Grant, the Grantee shall maintain tort liability 
insurance or shall have a self-funded and excess liability program with coverage amounts 
sufficient to meet the limits set forth under the SC Torts Claims Act in Section 15-78-120, 
as may be amended, for the purpose of indemnifying SCPRT and the State up to the limits 
set forth in that Act from any and all claims or liabilities arising out of the Project, the Grant, 
or this Agreement.  
 
Section 16:  SEVERABILITY: If any provision of this Agreement is or becomes illegal, 
invalid, or unenforceable in any respect, the legality, validity, and enforceability of the other 
provisions of this Agreement shall not in any way be affected or impaired thereby.  



Page 4 of 4 

 
Section 17:  WAIVER OF CONFIDENTIALITY:   Consistent with Executive Order No. 
2022-19 which became effective July 1, 2022 (Executive Order ), all information 
submitted to SCPRT relative to earmarked appropriations in the annual Appropriations 
Act shall be published on SCPRT.com and available for public review and inspection. By 
submitting the required documentation and signing the “Legislative/Earmarked Award 
Agreement” you hereby knowingly waive any right to confidentiality or non-disclosure in 
any and all materials related thereto.   
 
This Agreement shall become effective, as of the Date of Award, upon receipt of 
one copy of this Agreement which has been signed in the space provided below.  
The agreement must have original signatures and must be returned within fifteen 
(15) days from the Date.  
 

      
_10/11/2023_____ _____________  ___________ 
Date of Award Duane N. Parrish 
 Director  

SC Department of Parks, Recreation & Tourism 

 
 
ACCEPTANCE FOR THE GRANTEE  
 
 

__________________________________ _________________________ 
Signature of Official with Legal Authority Date 
to Execute this Agreement for the Grantee  

 
 
 
_________________________________ _________________________ 
Print Name of Authorized Official Title 

 
 
WITNESS:  
 
 
_________________________________ _________________________ 
Signature of Witness Date 

 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Print Name of Witness 

Griffin Muli

10/11/2023

President and CEOKevin Mills

10/11/2023

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgovernor.sc.gov%2Fsites%2Fgovernor%2Ffiles%2FDocuments%2FExecutive-Orders%2F2022-07-01%2520FINAL%2520Executive%2520Order%2520No.%25202022-19%2520-%2520Directing%2520Additional%2520Safeguards%2520to%2520Ensure%2520Transparency%2520%2520Accountability%2520in%2520Appropriations.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Caberry%40scprt.com%7C122b94cd67404fd200b308da611eba4c%7C10e08f5d73be401fbd676f4597a63ec1%7C0%7C0%7C637929081855280556%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=79EccJzyKT%2BukLlbwE7uvcVSRJ9MFedtm3IyEOnVXZM%3D&reserved=0

