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June 24, 2025

Ms. Tonisha James

SC Department of Parks, Recreation & Tourism
1205 Pendleton St

Columbia, SC 29201

Dear Ms. James,

The impact of Destination Specific (non-recurring) funds on the Charleston area's tourism
industry cannot be overstated. These funds have played a critical role in boosting tourism
revenues and enhancing the public perception of both the Charleston area and the State of
South Caralina. Our wide network of partners— reflected in the extensive list of
collaborators—has been instrumental in these successes.

Tourism drives nearly 24% of all sales in the Charleston region, and approximately 54.9K local
residents rely on hospitality jobs to support their families. We remain deeply aware that our
promotional efforts are vital to the well-being of individuals, businesses, and local governments
across the region. Last year, our industry had a total economic impact of $14.03 billion with a
modest increase to the visitor of only 1.2%.

Please call me directly at (843) 805-3063 with any questions. Many thanks for your support!

. s Ham

Laurie Lynn A. Smith ' (
Chief of Staff % /

Sincerely,

CHARLESTON AREA CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU
375 Meeting Street | Charleston, South Carolina 29403 | 843.853.8000 | ExploreCharleston.com
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