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June 25, 2025

Ms. Tonisha James

SC Department of Parks, Recreation & Tourism
1205 Pendleton St

Columbia, SC 29201

Dear Ms. James,

We're thrilled to share that funding for our Explore Black Charleston initiatives has exceeded all
expectations—thanks to your support and belief in the power of cultural storytelling.

With this momentum, we’ve not only continued production of the Explore Black Charleston
guide, but also completed a full overhaul of our African American heritage website to align with
the printed piece. We invite you to explore the updated site at www.exploreblackcharleston.com.

It is a true honor to uplift and celebrate Black culture in our region. These efforts also help
create meaningful economic opportunities for Black-owned businesses that stand to benefit

from increased cultural tourism.

We're also excited to announce that our Gullah People exhibit has been completed for the
Charleston Visitor Center. This rich, immersive experience includes:

e Original sweetgrass baskets from over 30 local weavers
e A recreated Highway 17-style basket stand from Mount Pleasant

e Written and audio components interpreting the enduring influence of the Gullah people

If you have any questions or would like to get involved, please don't hesitate to reach out to me
directly at (843) 805-3063.

Sincerely, (—)—{% o
PorE gt

Laurie Lynn A. Smith M f
Chief of Staff ﬁ/,_\

CHARLESTON AREA CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU
375 Meeting Street | Charleston, South Carolina 29403 | 843.853.8000 | ExploreCharleston.com
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